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State Building 

Part One:
State Building in the Age of Absolutism and Constitutionalism
Section A: Picture Interpretation
Examine the two pictures below.  First, list characteristics of the picture which may reference a theory of 
government. Then, name the type of government represented in each picture.  Finally in a short paragraph, 
decribe the  type of government you found in each picture. (You may work with a partner.)

Absolutism and Consitutionalism

RembrandtClaude-Guy Halle
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Section B: The Development of the Modern State
Read the excerpt below and take brief notes.  (These excerpts are placed here for your convenience.  
They may be found in Reader IV, on pages 128-129 and 133.)  Look for the following concepts:
	 	 •Europe	in	the	context	of	the	wider	world
	 	 •The	foundation	of	the	modern	sovereign	state

Notes:
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Section C: Absolutism and Constitutionalism
Read the excerpt below.  How does this paragraph describe the development of the sovereign state in 
France and England?  How does this paragraph relate to the pictures on page 151?
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Europe in 1600

Europe in 1715

Part Two: European States in 1600 and 1715
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Constitutionalism

Name: ______________________________    Period:  1   2    5    6    

Part Three: Homework Check
   1. Was the presence of Puritanism in Parliament doubly dangerous?
   2. How did the Tudor-Parliament and the Stuart-Parliament relationship differ?
   3. Characterize the suspicions between Charles and the House of Commons

Tudors, Stuarts and Puritans
Purpose: Was the presences of Puritans in Parlia-
ment doubly dangerous?  Is a minority group able 
to threaten the majority?
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Section B: James and His Giant Prerogative
Read James I’s Speech to Parliament (21 March 1610) found on page 169 of the reader.  In writing, assess 
his view of royal prerogative.

Part Four: Monarchs and Perception
Section A: Elizabeth’s view of English Calvinists

pre· rog· a· tive   (prĭ-rŏg’a-tĭv)    
n.  1.An exclusive right or privilege held by a person or group, especially a hereditary or official right. See Synonyms at right.

Comments:
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Section D: The Final Straw?
Examine the Summary of the Petition or Right below.  Then read The King’s Speech At The Prorogation Of 
Parliament At The End Of The Session Of 1628.  Using these two readings, assess in writing the state of the 
relationship between the King and parliament in 1629. What is the goal of each?

Summary of 
The Petition of Right:
 Despite the disastrous failure of two expeditions against Spain and France, King Charles and the 
Duke of Buckingham were determined to send another force to La Rochelle. Buckingham favoured 
calling another Parliament; Charles was reluctant.  Duly assembled on 17 March 1628, his opening 
speech called for the immediate granting of taxes to continue the wars, but MPs decided that no 
money would be granted until their various grievances were addressed. Led by Sir John Eliot, Sir 
Edward Coke, Sir Robert Phelips, John Selden and Sir Thomas Wentworth, the King’s opponents 
drew up the Petition of Right.
 The Petition was not an enactment of new law, but a declaration of established rights. It contained four demands:
  there should be no taxation without the consent of Parliament;
  there should be no imprisonment without cause shown;
  there should be no billeting of soldiers or sailors upon householders against their will;
  there should be no martial law to punish ordinary offences by sailors or soldiers.
These rights were claimed under laws and statutes from Magna Carta and the laws of Edward I, Edward III and 
Richard III. The third and fourth demands reflect the impact that Charles’ warlike foreign policy was having upon 
everyday life.
 Initially, Charles refused to give his consent to the Petition, but he was in desperate need of money. On the un-
derstanding that he could enforce his powers anyway, Charles consented to the Petition on 7 June 1628. Parliament 
then granted the subsidies the King needed. When MPs resumed their criticisms of Buckingham, however, Charles 
prorogued Parliament on 26 June, intending to recall it the following year.
http://www.british-civil-wars.co.uk/glossary/parliament-1625-29.htm

Section C: Charles and Parliament: Why don’t they get along?
Examine pages 157-158. Characterize the relationship between CharlesI and his Parliament.  Does 
Charles continue his father’s view of the Royal prerogative?  Cite examples.
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Primary Source
The King’s Speech At The Prorogation Of Parliament At The End Of The Session Of 1628.
 It may seem strange, that I come so suddenly to end this Session; wherefore before I give my as-
sent to the Bills, I will tell you the cause, though I must avow, that I owe an account of my actions to 
none but to God alone. It is known to every one, that a while ago the House of Commons gave me a 
Remonstrance1 , how acceptable every man may judge; and for the merit of it, I will not call that in 
question, for I am sure no wise man can justify it.
 Now since I am certainly informed, that a second Remonstrance2 is preparing for me to take away 
my profit of Tonnage and Poundage, one of the chief maintenances of my Crown, by alleging I have 
given away my right thereof by my answer to your Petition; this is so prejudicial unto me, that I am 
forced to end this Session some few hours before I meant it, being willing not to receive any more Remonstrances, 
to which I must give a harsh answer.
 And since I see that even the House of Commons begins already to make false constructions of what I granted in 
your Petition, lest it might be worse interpreted in the country, I will now make a declaration concerning the true 
meaning thereof:
 The profession of both Houses, in time of hammering this Petition, was no ways to intrench upon my Prerogative, 
saying, they had neither intention nor power to hurt it. Therefore it must needs be conceived that I have granted 
no new, but only confirmed the ancient liberties of my subjects: yet to show the clearness of my intentions, that I 
neither repent, nor mean to recede from anything I have promised you, I do here declare, that those things which 
have been done, whereby men had some cause to suspect the liberties of the subjects to be trenched upon,—which 
indeed was the first and true ground of the Petition,—shall not hereafter be drawn into example for your prejudice; 
and in time to come, on the word of a king, you shall not have the like cause to complain.
 But as for Tonnage and Poundage, it is a thing I cannot want, and was never intended by you to ask, nor meant—I 
am sure—by me to grant.
 To conclude, I command you all that are here to take notice of what I have spoken at this time, to be the true intent 
and meaning of what I granted you in your Petition; but especially, you my Lords the Judges, for to you only under 
me belongs the interpretation of laws; for none of the House of Commons, joint or separate, (what new doctrine 
soever may be raised) have any power either to make or declare a law without my consent.
http://oll.libertyfund.org/?option=com_staticxt&staticfile=show.php%3Ftitle=1434&chapter=194200&layout=html&Itemid=27

Assess in writing the state of the relationship between the King and parliament in 1629. What is the goal 
of each?
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